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Potentially relevant RCTs identified
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RCTs excluded, with reasons ( n=... )

A\ 4

\ 4
RCTs retrieved for more detailed

evaluation ( n=...)

RCTs excluded, with reasons ( n=...)

v

v
Potentially appropriate RCTs to be
included in the meta-analysis ( n=...)

RCTs excluded from meta-analysis,
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A\ 4

\4
RCTs included in meta-analysis

(n=...)

RCTs withdrawn, by outcome,
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Progress through the stages of a meta-analysis for RCTs*

* David Moher, Deborah J Cook, Susan Eastwood et al. Improving the quality of reports of meta-analyses of randomized
controlled trials; QUOROM statement. Lancet 1999; 354: 1896-900
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